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The SPEARKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PEMBERTON TOWNSITE.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Premier: Will
he state a definite time when, in acecordanee
with the.promise made, a townsite will be
proclainmed at Pemberton?

The PREMIER replied: I have given in-
structions that a townsite is to be located.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, JARNADUI-
PEMBERTOX.

Mr. J. H, SMITH asked the Premier:
When do the Government propose to take
over the railway from Jarnadup to Pember-
ton?

The PREMIER replied: I cannot name
the date, but the Railway Department will
take over the Hpe.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS SUSPEN-
8ION.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [4.34]: I move—

That for the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far
as to enable Bills to be passed through
all their stages in one dey, and Messages
from the Legislative Council to be taken
into consideration on .the day on which
they are received.

It is usual at this stage of the session to
move for the suspension of the Standing
Orders. Hon. members know that the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders will not
mean that they will not bave ample time in
which to deal with the business of the
Houge. It is convenient at this stage to
have the advantage of the suspemsion so
that Bills that can be passed without much
discussion, may be taken through their re-
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maining stages and transmitted to the Legis-
lative Counrcil on the same day. There is
but little business on ihe Notice Paper and
I promise members, as I have always dore,
that if it is the wish of the Leader of the
Opposition, or any other member, that the
consideration of any matter shall be post-
poned for any reasonable cause, I will meet
those wishes. The House knows that that
has always been my attitude when the
Standing Orders have been suspended. I
have no desire to rush business through the
House merely because the Standing Orders
have been suspeanded.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.36]: I
am sorry that the Premier did not indicate
when he expects the session to close. I
know it is customary to suspend the Stand-
ing Orders when the session is about to
close, but it is not altogether desirable to
suspend them if the business is to ecarry
on for another two or three weels,

The Premier: I hope the session will he
concluded next week.

Hon. P, COLLIER: We may lope that
the session will close then, but often our
anticipations are not realised. Although
there is a fairly extensive list of business
on the Notice Paper most of it is not of
great importance. While I am prepared to
aceept the assurance tbe Premier has given
that he will not use, in any arbitrary
fashion, the powers conferred upon him by
the suspension of the Standing Orders, there
are one or two importaut matters yet to be
dealt with. The Premier is asking too much
of the House in seecking the suspension of
the Standing Orders to enable him to pass
Bills through all stages at one sitting, while
we have the axe of redistribution over our
heads, clouding the pasition in uacertainty.

The Premier: I wish I could be certain
about it.

Hon, P, COLLIER: With the suspension
of the Standing Orders, the Premier ‘might
force the Redistribution of Seats Bill
through at cne sitting, :

The Premier: I promdse the suspension
will not apply to that Bill, unless you agree.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That removes some
of the objection I have to the motion. I
would not agree to it while there was any
uncertainty regarding that Bill. I hope the
Premier will arrive at a decision in connec-
tion with the Bill at an early date, so that
we may know where we are. He cannot
delay the matter much longer if he desires
to close the session next week,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—>Northam—in reply) [4.39]: I readily give
the promise sought by the Leader of the
Opposition. It would be unthinkable in any
circumstances to apply the suspension of the
Standing Orders to the consideration of the
Redistribution of Seats Bill.

Mr. Hughes: What about private members’
business?

The PREMIER: I have already promised
that ample time will be given for the con-
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sideration of private members’ business. The
Government business will not require much
time now, and next week will be largely de-
voted to that brought forward by private
membera. That is to say, if the member for
East Perth (Mr. Hughes) does not stonewall
his own motion.

Mr. Hughes: The Control of Rents Bill is
the only important matter. You can cut
out the rest.

Mra. COWAN: May I ask the Premier if
an opperiunity will be given

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has
already veplied, and T cannot allow any fur-
ther debate. I made it elear that the Pre-
mier was replying when he rose.

Mys. COWAXN: [ rose before the Premier,
but you did not permit me to speak. I wished
to ask a question.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the member for West
Perth rose before the Premier replied, I did
net see her, If she desires to ask & question
I will permit ber to do so.

Mrs. COWAN: Will the Premier see that
an opportunity is given for the consideration
of the Women's Legal Status Bill so that
it may be sent to another place and dealt with
before the end of the session?

The PREMIER: Yes,

Question put and passed.

BILL—-LOAN (£3,763,000).
All Stages.

Intrcduced by the Premier and read a first
time,

Second Reading.

‘ The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell

—XNortham) [4.44] in moving the second
reading said: With the exception of one
clanse, to which I will refer, the Bill auth-
‘orises the raising of money for the construc-
tion of works already agreed to by Parlia-
ment. It merely asks the House to say that
the money may be borrowed. Clause 7 is the
one I will speeially refer to. During the
war period, in 1014-15 a sum of £3,100,000
was borrowed by the State from the Common-
wealth Government. The rate of interest was
fixed at 43 per cent, but it was agreed at
the time that if the money cost the Common-
wealth Govermment more than that, the
amount would be paid by the State. Tt seems
a long time, since 1914-15, to wait for a
claim to be made. At any rate this State,
and every other State, undertook to pay the
eost of the money. We are now asked to
pay at the rate of £4 14s. 5d. per cent.,, and
tbis means a very large sum—£128,000 up to
March last. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment have told the States that the payment
may be spread. The other States are spread-
ing their payments over a term, but how
long the term is I do not komow. It will be
necessary for this State to do likewise. I
am agking aunthority to spread the payment
of this amount over any period on which we
¢an agree up to 10 years. 1 have not been
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able to ascertain how long the Commonwealth
will grant. The clause will authorise the
payment of the money and the charging of
a proportionate amount to Consolidated Rev-
entie each year. T hope the House will aceept
this settlement of a long outstanding debt.

Hon. P, Cellier: Wili the increased interest
be rayable from the commenccment of the
loan?

The PREMIER: Yes: it was agreed that
whatever the money cost, we were to pay. T
move-—

That the Bill be now veud a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,

Clauges 1 to 6—agreed to,

Clause 7—Power to issue Treasury bills in
respeet of intercst payable under a certain
debt to the Commonwealth:

Mr. WILLCOCK: Will the State have to
pay compound interest?

The PREMIER: I am afraid the interest
will carry interest in the same way as the
gcll;t. The Commonwealth have incurred the

ebt.

Mr. Willeock: That seems hardly fair.

Clause put and passed.
Pirst Schedule:

Mr. HUGHES: We ought to have an as-
surance how the item ‘‘ Agricultural Group
Settlement, £800,0007” will be spent. At the
week end I visited Group 37. The idea of
group scttlement is excellent and does the
Premier credit. It appeals to me because
it is communal in its essence. It is a prae-
tical demon:-tration of communism, and the
Premier deserves eredit for legding the way.

The Premier: Surely you do not acevse
me of that!

Mr. HUGHES: I do. On each group are
20 men working together for their eollective
good.

Mr. Teesdale: Thank God there are other
interpretations of communism!

Hon. P. Collier: It is one of those happy
terms that everyone c¢an interpret for him-
self.

Mr. HUGHES: At Group 37 the settlers
want to know the poliey of the Government.

The Premier: What do they want to know?

Hon. P. Collier: It sounds as if that bad
been prompted by the P.P.A. executive. That
caused all the trouble in their ranks,

Mr. Pickering: It seems to have come from
your executive.

Mr. HUGHES: The settlers wani to know
what will be the capitalisation of their blocks,
No one knows, '

The Premier: Everybody does.

Mr. HUGBRES: I do not.

The Premier: Then you ought to.

Mr. Munsie: I do not think any of the
group settlers know, They are always asking,

Mr. HUGHES: Those settlers are working
for 10:. a day, a poor wage, struggling to
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establigh themselves and their fanilies on the
land, They de not know how much movey is
heing spent on their groups. Ope man asked
me ‘‘What is the capitalisation of my block
to be? 1y there to be any limit? If it is to
he heavy, there is no need for the Government
to wait three years to tell me. Tt T am told
a certain figure, T shall walk off to-morrow,
hecauge I eannot make a do of it."’

The Premier: Whatever the place costs, he
must pay.

Mr. HUGHES: If these blocks cost a pro-
hibitive sum, the settlers cannot make gooil.
Although groups have been in existence two
and a half years, T understand none has yet
been launched on its own. "The Government
should render the people on each group a
monthly statement of aceounts,

Mr. Harrison: T think it is done weekly.

Mr. HUGHES: The people T refer to have
heen on the gronp for some months and have
not secn such a statement.

The Premier: We cannot have an army of
vlerks going around.

The CHATRMAN: Why was not this
point raised during the discussion on the
Loan Fatimates?

My, HUGHES: It was due to no fault of
mine that it was not raised. An army of
clerks would not be required. The money
has 10 be pail from the Treasury periodi-
eally, and T suppose one clerk could do all
that was necegsary.

The Premier: T believe a statement is for-
warded once a month and posted up. If you
had raised the point carlier, I could have
sreertained definitely.

Mr. HUGHES: If the eapitalisation is too
high, the settlers will have no alternative to
walking off their blocks. ’

Mr. Latham: Yon do not suggest the
settlers are not carning 10s. a day, surely!

Mr. HUGHES: What sinister interpreta-
tion does the hon. member wish to piace on
mny remarks?

Mr. Latham: Theve is not much other ex-
pense on the bloeks.

The Premior: Yes, there is.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not suggest the
scttlers are not earning the 10s. a day. I de
not wish to misjudge the member for York,
but what other object had he in making a
vematk lke that?

Mr, Latbnm: You were anticipating addi-
tional expense that will not be incurred.

Mr. HUGHES: T am asking & rveasonable
guestion wegarding the man who undertakes
the proponition from which he Nopes te make
a living. He naturally says, ‘‘What will my
eapitalisation be when I thke aver my bloek,
and shall T be able to pay?’’ Ta there any
limit to a man's capitalisation? Ts there a
maximum ? On the same subject there is
another matter to whieh I desire to refer.
T vigited Group 37 and out of the 18 bloeks
T Jearned that thereé were six holders who hadl
nu first-clans swamp land. That statement
wus made to me at an assemblage of the
settlers. 1 do not wish it to be thought that
T am posing as an aunthority on lahd.

The Premicr: Did they say sof

Mr. HUGHES: Tt was the statement of
the settlers to me, and agreed to by every-
boily present, They pointed out that the
possihilities of failure were great owing to
that fact.

The (HATRMAN: This matter was dis-
evsseil on the Tosrn FEstimates. The hon.
memher asked the Premier a question on
Jtem 17 in the schedule now betore us, and
he is nwow introducing the »ubjeet of the
quality of the land. The hon. mewmber is not
entitled to discuss the subjeet of first or
seconil-class land at this stage. He may ask
4 quevtion as to how the money is to be re.
pail, hut T will not permit a gencral discus-
sion on the gquality of the Jand.

Mr. HUGHER: Tt is rather an important
question, and 1 request you, Mr, Chairman,
to reconsider your decision, We are asked to
horrow £800.000 and on the capacity of these
people to repay depends our ability to repay.
Their eapacity to repay is bound up in the
yrodvetion from their 1and.

The CHAIRMAN: The argument should
have been advanced at the time the money
was voted, not now,

Mr. HUGHES: Then T bave no alternative
It to move to disagree with your ruling. T
regeet having te do so, hut the matter is of
suflicient importance to warrant it.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, mewmber will
put his disagreement in writing,

| The Spealer resumed the Chair.)

Disgent from Kuling.
The Chairman stated the dissent.

Mr. Hughes: 1 regret, Mr. Speaker, the
necessity for calling you to the Chair, T
pointed ont that under the itew we were dis-
cussing, we were asked to authorise a loan of
£800,000. That wmoney wonld bs horrowed
for the purpose of lending it to a third party
—the group settlers, and on the ca]imcity of
the groupr setilers to repay it, will depend
the capaecity of the Ntate to repay it to the
people from whom it was horrowed. T take
it that an hon. member is not justified in vot-
ing for the borrowing of money unless he
can see a reasonable chance of the State
Tieing able to repay it. Therefore the eapacity
of the State to repay is bound up in the pros-
peet of the land heing able to produce that
which 18 expected of §t. T was proceeding to
flevelopr an argument on those lines and to
show that it would not be pousible to revav
the money botrrowed owing to the peor quality
of the land, when T was called to order. T
Jubmit that my argument was entirely rele-
vant to the position. The whele thing is
hound up in the possibility of the settlers
carning cnough to repay the Government g
that the (tovernment may repay the lenders,

Mr. Speaker: The hon, member is ih
orler ir asking a question as to the manner
in wlich the muney to be borrowed is likrely
to te repnif. But unfortunately for him there
iz a proper time for discussing that matter,
together with tle subject of the classifieatinn
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of the land ard the ramifications of the
groap setiements, That should have been
donc on the Lpan Estimates when the money
was buing voted. .Just now the Committee
is discussing the raising of the money whieh
the House has decided shall be expended.
The hon. member is not in order in veferring
Lo the quality of land and dealing generally
with group settlements. Therefore I uphold
the ruling of the Chairman of (‘ommittees,

Commitige resumed.

Mr. HUGHES: Will the capitalisation to
he levied on each Dlock he that whieh the
settler can repay with the possibility of enrn-
ing a living?

The Premier: Yes.

AMr. HUGHES: Is the land given to nll
group settlers suech as will enable them to
fu'fil their obligations to the Government?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. HUGHES: T shali send those answers
te wmy frienda, and let them contest them.

The PREMIER: I shall be very pleased
to give the hon. member the fullest possible
information, and to instruct the department to
show him exactly what has happened in eon-
nection with land selected for the scheme.
The land was selerted Ly careful and ex-
perienced men. 1 eannot give the hon. mem-
ber information about every ome of the 1,600
hlocks, 1ut we are doing the best we pos-
sibly van for the settlers. The capitalisation
will be upon the amount expended on the
block, The house is cheap. We all have a
desire to say to the settlers, ‘*Here is the
whole thing free,’’ Lut of course we cannot
do that. Whatever is spent on a block must
be repaid.

Mr, Hnghes: If the settler has to walk off
the hlock, the debt will not %e repaid.

The PREMIER: If my friend had exper-
jence of these matters, he would know that
in Ameriea whole countrysides have been de-
serted and then re-gettled. In this State what
are now flourishing farms were previously
abandoned. [ shall instruet the department
to show the hon. member everything connected
with the scheme, and I trust that will satisfy
him., T hope the eapitalisation will be such
as to cnable the settler to repay, and repay
eomfortably,

Mr. MUNSIE: Take a group settlement of
20. I know generally what the ennditions
are—that so much land is absolutely cleared
on cach bleck and so much partly cleared,
that a house is built, and that stock is pro-
vided. What I want te know is, do the Gov-
ernment keep an account of the actual cost
of clearing each block, and is that cost de-
hited to the block, or is the average cost of
clearing all the blocks debited against each
block?

The PREMLER: The costs are kept sep-
arately as far as possible.

Mr. Muosie: And the cost ineurred in con-
nection with each block is debited to each
bloek?
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The PREMIER: The costs are kept very
carefully, but the agreement which every set-
tler signs niso provides that the adjustment
is to be subject to the general manager, Mr.
MeLarty. Of course for the firat month the
work of wmen coming to a group settlement
from, say, the mining industry is more costly.

Mr, PICKERING: Has a site for the apri-
cultural college been selected?

The Premier: Na.

Schedule put and passed.

Second and Third  Schedules,
Title—agreed to.

Bill reperted withont amendment, and the
report adopted.

Preamhle,

Message,
Message from the Governor received and
read reeommending appropriation ir. connee.
tion with the Bill,

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted £o
the Couneil,

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Couneil.

Firat Reading.

Mr. MANN (Perth) [5.24]: T move—
That the Bill be now read a first time.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—-

Ayes . .. .. .. 25
Noes .. .- .. .. 15
Majority for .. .. 10
AYEB,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr, Hroun Mr. Plckering
Mr. Carter Mr, Plesse
Mre. Cowan Mr. Richardson
Mr. Durack My, Sampson
Mr. George Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Harrison Mr. Stubba
Mr, Johnston Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Latham Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Underwood
Mr, Mann Mr. Mullany
Sir James Mitchell iTeller)y
NoEs.
Mr. Aogwin Mr. Marchall
Mr. Chesson Mr. McCallum
Mr. Colller Mr, Troy
Mr. Corboy Mr, Walker
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Willcock
Mr. Heron Mr. Wilson
Mr. Hughes Mr. Munsie
Mr. Lutey (Telles, s
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Question thus passed.
Bill read a first time.

As to Second Reading.
Mr. MANN: I move—

That the second reading of the Bill be
made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting of the House. .

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That ‘“nexi sitting of the House’’ be
struck out and ‘‘this day two weeks’’ be
inserted in liew.

Mr. Mann: Why not make it six months?

Hon. P, Collier: That would do as well.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: We have already
passed a Scaffolding Bill this session, Tn
that Bill as it Jeft here, was a clause giving
the Mirtister power to exempt from the
operations of the measure certain portions
of the State if so desired. The Bill before
us is quite different from the earlier one. 1
think we could well do without it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I support the amend-
ment. We cannot possibly deal with this
Bill at the next sitting, hawving regard to
the condition of the Notice Paper, and to
the statement by the Premier earlier this
- afternoon that it iz intended to close the
session next week. How, then, does the hon,
member expect to have the Bill dealt with
earlier than a fortnight hence?

Mr. Mann: It is only a one-clause Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But we eannot judge
of its 9mportance by its lemgth, The hon.
member ought to be eontent if the House
gives him an opportunity to deal with the
Bill in a fortnight’s time when, probably,
we shall have cleared off the Notice Paper.
Unless we fix a definite date for the second
reading, there is no guarantee that the Bill
will not be given preference over all the
other Bills on the Notice Paper, some of
which bave been before us for three months,
Bills mostly in charge of members on this
side of the House. With the influence of
the hon. member behind this Bill, we have
no guarantee that it will not be the first on
the Notice Paper to-morrow; if so the Bilis
already there, that should have priority,
will instead have a greater chance of being
lost at the end of the session than will this
one-clause bantling that has just come down.
I should not have agreed to the motion for
the suspension of the Standing Orders to-
day had I known that this Bill was going
to be sneaked in on ws immediately after-
wards. The Premier’s promise that oppor-
tunity shall be given for dealing with the
orders on the Notice Paper cannot apply to
this Bill, because he did not know of it
when he made that promise, It will be
sufficient if the hon. member who moved
the motion be given an opportunity to move
the second reading this day two weeks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In ordi-
nary cireumstances I might be inclined to
agree with members opposite. But I regard
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this Bill from a different standpoint. I am
deeply disappointed at the defeat of the
earlier Bill.
Mr. SPEAEKER: [ do not think I
allow discussion on that at this stage.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This Bill

can

applies the provisions of the proposed Act
to Perth alone,
Mr. HUGHES: On a point of order. Can

the hon, member discuss the Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: No, I cannof alluw dis-
cussion on the merits of the Bill at this
stage,

Hon. P. Cellier: It is unfair, because the
Minister's remarks may result in withdraw-
ing support from onr amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well, st
all events, let us get the Bill on the statute-
hook for the sake of the men whose lives
and limbs are in jeopardy.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon, mem-
ber should not have said such a thing.

Hon. P. Collier : He is taking a wmean
advantage of the House. We are not
allewed to discuss the Bill or its merits,

Mr. McCALLUM: I am surprised at the
Government’s readiness to give the Bill a
place on the Notice Paper at all. Are the
Government agreed that their policy is to
be taken out of their hands, remoulded, and
laid down by a private member in another
place? The Minister had a definite pelicy
when the previous Bill was before uws, Lut
that policy has been thrown cut by o pri-
vate member of another place. This Bill
shenld not be given a place on the Notice
Paper at all. If the Government wanted
to control the business, they would
be voting against this Bill going on the
Notice Paper at all. Are we to understand
from the attitude of the Government that
they are throwing their own policy to the
four winds?

The Minister for Works: No, we are not.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! We cannot dis-
cuss that.

Mr. McCALLUM: But, surely, that is the
erux of the sitvation! I want toe know
whether we are to understand that the Gov-
ernment do not care what bappens to their
own policy, that they will facilitate private-
members in another place who come along
with proposals to be substituted for the
principles the Government say they stand
ford

The Minister for Works: We certainly care
for our own principles,

Mr. McCALLUM: Then why do you not
tell members of another place that you will
not tolerate this sort of thing? The principle
in this Bill is somewhat the same as that in
the Bill introduced by the Minister for Works
earlier in the session.

The Minister for Works: We cannot have
the other Bill at ali this session.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Are we to understand
that the Government will allow their poliey
to be thrown out by interested persons, and
will support the policy substituated by those
interested persons?
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The Premier: We canuot iseuss that now,

Mr, MecCALLUM: If the Government are
going to allow the business ot the country
to he taken out of their hands, the affnirs
of the Government wiil goon come to a pretty
pass. 1 hope the Government whl assist
the Upposition in the stand they are taking
azainst the throwing out of the Geovernment’s
poliey. Why have the Government dropred
their own policy?

The Minister for
dropped it.

Mr, MeCALLUM: We all know what is
happening at the Perth Town Hall; we know
of' the wires that are being pulled; we know
of the lobbying taking place here, and the
conferences being held; we know all that is
going on behind the scenes with a view to
defeating the Government policy. Are the
Government going to be partics to these
proceedings?

The Premier: We are not.

Mr. McCALLUM: Yet you arc appealing
to the House to allow the Biil to go on the
Wotiee Paper, despite all this uwnderground
engincering to defeat the Govirnment's
policy.  Why should the Government suj:port
a Bill bronght down by a private memher of
another place after his conference with the
town hall? I am surprised at tle attitude
of the Government. They must be aware of
what has been going on. [ hope the House
will not agree to the Bill being placed on
the Notice Paper at all.

Capt. CARTER: T object to the amend-
ment, because it does not give free play to
diseussion of the measure. T have not seen
anything contained in the Bill, nor have T
been lobbying, nor am T aware of any under-
ground engineering in respect of the Bill;
but T do not like the application of the gag,
whieh is really what the amendment amounts
to. It is common knowledge that the session
will not last very lomg. Therefore if the
amendment means anything at all, it means
the elimination of all discussion on the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: But if the session is not
to lnst verv long, surely there will be no time
to discuss new BRBills,

Capt. CARTER: It is not the Premier’s
desire te ¢nt out anything that ought to be
dealt with. 1 abjeet to the amendment, just
as on a previous occasion I objeeted to an-
other motisn by tbe member for North-East
Fremantle that, in effect, was nothing more
nor less than the application of the gag.

Mr, SPEARER: 1 do not know that the
Lon, memhber is in order in acensing another
hen. member of ulterior motives.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Oh, he ean aceuse me
of whatever he likes,

Capt. TARTER: If the amendment be
earried, there will be no further opportuniiy
to discuss the Bill

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member is in
order in placine his views hefore the House
jn that language. brt not in the language he
was previonsly using when he referred to the
applieation of the gag.

(‘apt. CARTER: 1 withdraw the word
‘‘gag.'’ In effect the amendment means we

Works: We have not

LASSEMBLY.

shall not see this Bill again. I do not know
what is in it, but we should have an oppor-
tunity to deal with it, It may contain all
or part of that which was contained in the
Scaffolding Bill that left thia Chamber, Un-
til it comes before 'us at the second reading
stage I shall withhold my vote from the
amendment. When we do get it in the proper
way we shall be able to cxpress our opiniod
as to whether we shall pass it or not.

Mr. HUGHES: The member for Leeder-

ville (Capt. Carter) opposes the amend-
ment  on  the ground that it will not
allow free  discussion upon this Bill, If

he wants an intelligent discussion upon
it, sarely a fortnight iz not teo leng to give
to members. The rushing of the Bill through
would be the very antithesis of his object.
But the Rill has been slipped on to us in the
dving hours of the session, and membera will
have no time in which to discuss it. Mem-
bers of the Opposition sat here all night an
Tuesday to help the Premier with his busi-
ness, Wp have his nassurance that motions
on the Notice Paper in the name of private
members will he «iscussed, What opportunity
shall we have of discussing them if this pri-
vate Bill ia slipped on to the Ngtice Paper
trom another Chamber?

The Premier: Tt will not be slipped in .
nhead of other buosiness,

Hon, W. (. Angwin: The municipalities
should have an opportunity of seeing what
it s -

Mr. HUGHES: Tt will take a fortnight
to get through the Notiee Paper.

The Premier: You can take a fortnight
showing the items on it.

Mr. HUGHES: Tf the Premier is going
tn reward our efforts by doing this, we will
he justified in taking a fortnight. We have
a right to expect some consideration from
him for what we have done, The discussion
on the Redistribution of Seats Bill might
last three or four months,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not disenss the merits of that Bill.

Mr. HUGHES: There is one Bill we
have already diseussed and sent on to an-
ather place.

The Premier:
this Bill or not?

Mr, Corhey: Woe are not.

Mr. HUGHES: Yo, becanse we had an
assurance from the Premier, in return for
the way in which we helped him, that we
would have an opportunity te disruss our
own private Billz. We shall be denicd that
right if this new Bill is pliced rpon the
Notice Paper. This Bill will come in at the
expense of oura,

The Premier: Not unless you take up all
the time in talking.

Mr. HUGHES: Wit the Premier aasure
us that this new Bill will he placed at the
kotlom of the Notice Paper?

The Premier: I will not. You will have
a chance of considering your 6 per cent. Bill
long before that.

Are you going to consider
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Me, HOGHES: It is 8 per cent. Wil the
Premier adbere to his pledge? He refuses,
however, to give us an assurance that this
new Bill will be placed at the end of the
Notice Paper.

The Premier: I will give you an assur-
ance that yours will be ahead of it.

Mr. HUGIES: T de not want special
treatment. The Premier has assured us that
all business on the Notice Paper will be dis-
cussed, but if this Bill is allowed fo come
hefore us now, it will take precedence over
the other items, and will constitute a viola-
tion of the Premier's pledge.

The Premier: Tt will take years to dis-
cuss overything on the Notice Paper.

Mr. HUGHES: And yet the Premier says
we shall have an opportunity of doing se.
He is very unfair. We agreed to everything
he wanted in the way of helping on the
husiness of the House.

The Premier: You can talk all night and
to-morrow night as well.

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier should treat
the Opposition fairly. Many members have
waited for months to have their Bills dis-
cnszed, andl we have teen the Notice Paper
re-arranged from time to time. We are told
there will he three more sittings of the House,
and yet an attempt is being made to bring
this Bill from another place before us, The
Legiglative Council is not entitled to any
rights ahead of the rights of members of
this Chamber.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the guestion
under discussion.

Mr. HUGHES: The object of the aniend-
ment is to congerve the rights of members
here. There i8 no personal animosity to-
wards the member for Perth (Mr. Mann).
The desire of the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) was to
ensure that the items now on the Notice
Paper wovld be disecussed. Any new mat-
ter that is placed there now will limit the
time that is available for the discussion of
the suhjects already there. The Premier had
hardly given the assurance I refer to when
the member for Perth slipped in with this
Bill. By this aet he violates the promise of
the Premier. T sugrest he should withdraw
the Bill and, faking advantage of the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders, bring it for-
ward again at a later stage.

The Premier: Tt is unhecoming in a
yenthfunl member to make a suggestion of
sich import.

Mr. HU'GHES: Ape bas always looked
suspicionsly npon youth when it has been
going along the track of life.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must deal with the question hefore the
Chair.

Mr. HUGHES: ‘The Premier onght to
profit by the new ideas of new members.
Apparently it is nothing for the member for
Perth to violate the pledge given by hia
Leader.

Han. P. Collier: Tt did mot oecor to him
or k¢ would not have done this.

1737

Mr. HUGHES: 1 appeal to him tdé honour
the pledge given by the Premicr, and with-
draw the Bill, We have done all we could
to assist the Premier.

Hon. P. Collier: We cven had to fight the
rebels.

Mr. HUIGHAES: We even voted against
hi» eneties to assist him. What objection
could there be to first dealing with the items
on the Notice Taper and then allowing the
member for Perth to bring along his Bill?

The Premier: Then you are going to put
it through?

Mr, HUCHES:

Honr. P. Collier:
myat.

Mr. HUGHES: We will give him all he
asks provided he temporarily withdraws the
Rill, The attitnde of the Premier is a poor
retorn for the courtesy extendad to him by
this side of the Housc. '

Hon. P. Collicr: But the Bill is only a
little one.

Mr. HUGHES: The fact that the Bill ia
a small one is of no importance, for the con-
tentious matter of a Bill containing 100
clanses may be confined to one of them.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not discuss the Bill. He must confine him-
splf to the amendment. I do not wish to rule
his out of order on the ground of tedious
repetition.

Mr. HUGHES: May T not reply to the
arguments advanced against the amend-
ment? The reasoning adopted by the Gov-
ernment supporters is fallacipus. The Bill
may be small but contentious, Should it
prove to be within that category, it will make
the position worse for hon, members who
have business on the Notice Paper, for, with
the suspension of the Standing Orders, the
Bill will take precedence over business which
has already been before the House. Ta pro-
cced with the Bill in the circumstances would
he 2 negation of the Premier’s promise.

The SPEAKER: 1 shall have to rule the
hon, member cut of order if he continues
alonz these lines. I have already given him
congiderable latitude. He must not persist
in advising the member for Perth,

Mr, HUGHES: T had finished when you,
My, Speaker, interrupted me.

The PREMIER: The House might rea-
sonably agrec to the motion and see what
i; rontained in the Bill

Hon., W. C, Angwin: Don’t you think the
lucal authorities, too, should have somo chance
of knowing what is in it?

The PREMIER: T do not know what is
in the Bill. TIf we refuse to accept the mo-
fion now, it will be the first time we have re.
fused Lo receive a message from another
place, T can assure the hon. member for
BEast Perth that my word will be kept and
that full opportunity will be given to con-
sider the business on the Notice Paper. The
motion i3 not a violation of the pledge 1
gave to the House.

Mr. Hughes: That is my interpretation,

At the proper time.
According to our judg-
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Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Premier will
not have time to communicate with the Nor-
tham Municipal Council to aseertain their
views regarding the Bill

The PREMIER: It may be, as has been
stated, that on two occasions this session an-
other place has refused to accept proposals
from this House. One emandted, it was said,
from the Opposition and the other was in-
troduced by the Minister for Works .

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not discuss that question.

Hon, T. WALKETR: The seriousness of the
pousition does not seem to strike hon. mem-
bers sitting on the tiovernment side of the
House. 1f we adhered strictly to the Stand-
ing Orders, the Bill should be ruled out of
order because, in substance, it i3 the same as
a Bill already dealt with this session by this

House. I judge that is the position from
the diseussion that took place in another
place.

Mr. SPEAXER: I have not had time to
look into that question.

Hon, T. WALKER: T am aware of that
fact. That is why the amendment is justified.
Because hon. members will not have an op-
portunity of adequately considering and
analysing the Bill, the consideration of it
should be adjourned. There is another rea-
son why we should not proceed with the
measure with undue haste, It is thai the
Bill affeets the municipalities throughout the
State.

The Minister for Agriculture:
ferent from what the member
itast Fremautl: stated.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is not.

Hon. T. WALKER: Let us suppose that
the Bill only applies to the municipality ot
Perth. If that be so, then the Perth Muni-
cipal Coumeil will enjoy privileges which will
not he extended to other municipnlities
throughout the State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
palities.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so.

Hon, T. WALKER: If this privilege were
extended to Perth alone, it would be un-
just. It has been the invariable rule of this
Chamber, whenever measures affecting the
vital interests of local governing authoritics
are introduced, to afford local bodies ample
time to consider them. There i3 no time to
place the Bill before municipal authorities in
outlying centres. TIn five minutes we are
asked to rush the Bill through. 1 ecannot
understand the spirit actuating hon. mem-
bers. Ts it because the author of the Bill in
another place may be able to show that, in the
event of the Rill not passing here he is master
of the sitwation when other measures reach
another place? Ts it a sop to Cerberus? Is
it to facilitate the passage of other measures
when they go to the Legislative Council? 1
cannot say; I offer no opinton. The Opposi-
tion have asked for an adjournment for a
fortnight or three weeks and if the meas-
ure is a good one, no hardship will be in-
flicted upon anyone concerned, not even if

That is dif-
for North-

It affeesy all moniei-
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it were left for consideration by the incom-
ing Parliament. There is no reason for the
Bill being brought forward on the spur of
the moment. We require some time to make
the Bill worthy of our legislatuce.

Amendment put.

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment Iis
agreed fo. Notiee of Motion, No, 3¢

Mr. Mann: T called for a division, Mr.
Speaker!

Oppasition members:

Mr. Hughes:
Mr. Speaker.

Mr, Mann: I am sorry if you did not hear
my voice, Mr. Speaker, but T certainly called
for a division,

Heon. T. Walker: There was only one voice
against the amendment.

The Minister for Agriculture:
three or four,

Mr. SPEAKER: T certainly heard three
or four voices against the amendment, but
a far greater number in favour of it. I did
not hear the hon. member for Perth call for
a division although I waited for a little while
before I ecalled on the next item. If the
member for Perth asaures me that he did eall
for a division I will allow the division to
proceed.

Mr. Mann: I did so.

Hon. W. G, Angwin: I wish I were as sure
of receiving £1,000 as I am that you did not!

Mr. Hughes: I protest. Mr. Speaker had
called on the next business.

Mr. SPEAKER: In the circumstances L
will allow the division to proceed.

Division taken with the following resnlt:—

You did not,
You called the next item,

There were

Ayes .. .. .. 20
Noes .. .. .. 18
Majority for .. . 2
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Chesson Mr, Munsie
Mr. Collfer Mr. Richardson
Mr. Corboy Mr. Teesdale
Mr., Cunningham Mr. J. ThomsoD
Mr. Davies Mr. Troy
Mr. Hughes Mr. Walker
Mr. Lambert Mr, Willeock
Mr. Lutey Mr. Wilzon
Mr, Marghall Mr. Heron
{Teller.y
NoEs.
Mr, Angelo Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Broun Mr. Manh
Mr. Carter Sir James Mitchell
Mrs., Cowan Mr. Money
Mr. Durack Mr. Piesse
Mr, George Mr. Sampsen
Mr. Harrison Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. JTohnston Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Latham Mr. Mullany
(Teller_y

Amendment thus passed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.
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BILL—GERALDTON HARBOUR WORKS
RAILWAY,

Introdueed by the Premier (for the Minis-
ter for Works) and read a first time.

BILL—-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Report of Committee adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hou. M. K. Maley—Greenongh} [7.33] in
moving the second reading said: For some
time road hoard confercnces, the Pastoralists’
Association and others have cxpressed a de-
sire for an amendwent of the Vermin Aect
to make a uniformn rate thromghout the Statc
80 that the dingo pest may be more effectively
coped with, While rabbits have not inereased
to a unoticeable degree during the last two
Yyears or more, dingves have, and because of
that increase and the expansion of the pas-
toral industry to portions of the State that
always have been fairly badly infested, an
amendment of the Act is needed. This Bill
will bring the whole of the State under the
operatien of one Act. The 1918 Aet applies
to the South-West division only. In that
division we pay a bonus of 10s., and the road
boards arve vompelled to constitute themselves
vermin boards. The 1909 Act applies to that
portion of the State outside the South-West
divigion and provides for a bonus of Ss.
There the constitution of the boards differs;
the road boards do not automatieally become
vermin boards, and thus the cost of admin-
istration is heavier. The line of division is
the rabbit-proof fence, Difficulty has been
cxperienced in the administration and pay-
ment of bonuses by bonrds whose boundaries
are partly within the South-West division and
partly outside. By applying the Act to the
whole of the State that difficulty wilt be over-
eome. The total amount paid by the Govern-
ment for bonuses during the year ended 30th
June, 1923, was £2,560, representing the rates
of 10z and 5s. in the respective areas. The
total amount paid by the vermin boards was
£5,286. In the pastoral areas it was £2,535,
and in the agricultural areas, £2,451. The
unumber of dogs caught during the year was
6,602, Slight amendments are proposed to
give power to charge interest on overdue rates.
This is only in keeping with the powers given
to road districts in regard to arrears of rates
and it will be an ineentive to land holders to
pay their rates to time,

Mr. Underwood: What about the destruc-
tion of euros? :

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Marsupials are protected under the Game Act.
There is some conflict between the adminis-
tration of the Vermin Act and that of the
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Game Act because it has been thought unde-
girable to encourage the wholesale destruction
of kangaroos, emus and other distinctive
fauna. We cannot accede to the requests
that come from all quarters. Black cockatoos
are a pest in the South-\West during the apple
season; emus are a_pest in the north midlands
during harvest time, and euros are said to be
a nuisance in some of the northern districts.
The Government cannot provide bonuses to
promote the destruction of all those creatures.

Mr. Underwood: A funection of Government
shonld be to do shatever will assist the pro-
duction of the State.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Quite so. TUnder the Bill the basis of rating
will be the same for pastoral leaseholds out-
side the South-West division as for heldings
in the South-West divigion under the existing
Act. The Pastoralists’ Association have in-
formed me they are prepared to find a large
sum of moncy to assist in the destruction of
the dingo. If they are genuine, this will give
them power under their own local govern-
ment machinery to strike a rate for the pur-
pose. We shall provide by regulation for the
vermin boards to declare a uniform bonus of
20s, a scalp thronghout the Sonth-West di-
vision and of 10s. in the rest of the State.
The Gavernment bonus will be 10s. through-
out the State. This represents double the
bonus being paid at present in the area out-
side the South-West division,

Hon, P. Collier: A pound a head is a pretty
high honna.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That applies te the agricnltural distriets
where the dingo is not so prevalent. Tt is
atso a fairly high bonus in the North-East
Coolgardic country bordering on the Nullabor
Plains, which is a breeding place for the pest.
The Government often have to assist a dis-
trict ta maintain its roads when the burden
becomes too great, and it might be necessary
to assist districts bordering on the Nullabor
Plains if the vermin bonus proves too heavy.
The amonnt vrovided will not be too heavy
in the South-West division. The department
have no deubt there has heen trafficking in
dingo sealps. Where one hoard is paying
£2 in addition to the Government honus, and
an adjoining board is paying nothing extra,
the consequence is

Hon. P. Collier: The sealps trek across the
horder.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
Although every precaution is taken to get a
declaration from the person presenting the
scalps as to the loeality where they were ob-
tained, doubtless there has heen trafficking.
Another amendment provides that in each
vermin district a record shall be kept at the
office of the actual work done by the local
inspector so that it may be possible to see
at a glance, how it is being carried out, and
just whether the board is fulfilling the obli-
gations required of it. The present position
in regard to vermin districts is that they are
on a distinetly better footing than has been
the case for some years back. Vermin dis-
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triets are carrying out their work fairly satis-
factorilv. Let me give some examples of
what has been dome in the way of dingo de-
struction by the various boards. The Keller-
herrin Road Board for the year ended June
30, 1923, paid a honus nf £3 for each of 58
dagzs, the total payment amounting to £174.
The Meckering hoard paid a honus of £2, and
even as high ass £4, for 28 dogs, the total
payment heiug £72, The Merredin board
paid a bonus of £1 and received 119 degs,
their payment heing £119. The Ninghan
hoard received 32 sealps and paid £1 each for
them. The Brvee Roek and Quairading
buarde paid a honus of £1 and received 117
vcalps.  The Williams bo2rd paid a bonus of
€3 de. and reeeived only seven dogs, paying

£22 1, The West Arthur hoard paid £3 per
sealp and reeeived only four doga. The
Marradong board paid a bones of £2
and reccived 30 sealps. The Cuballing
board  reccived mne elaims at all. The
Nerrogin board  did  not  reeeive  any
claims. The South-West Vermin Board, pay-

ing £2 per scalp, received 147, and on a pay-
ment of 30s. received 137 sealps. The next
is an instance of where one board is paying
a higher bonus than the board adjoining it.
The Mullewa hoard paid £5 per sealp, re-
evived 81 dogs and disbursed £405, while the
Yalgoo hoard alongside did not pay any
bonus in addition to that offered by the Gov-
ernment. viz., 58, and they received only
37 sealps. The Geraldton, Upper Chapman
and Greenough boards had no c¢laims at alk
The inference is that there are no dogs in
those distriets.

Mr. C. C. Maley: There should be more
dogs cavght around Yalgoo.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Mingenew board paid a bonus of 10s. per
scalp and received 40 dogs. For the benefit
of members for Pilbara and Gaseoyne T may
mention that the Upper Gascoyne Road Board
paid 5. ver sealp for 106 scalps in the first
portion of the financial year. Then the board
were ereated a vermin hoard and paid £1 per
sezlp on 214 dogs. The Asghburton board
paid a honus of £2 per sealp on 267 dogus.
The Meekatharra board paid 10s. per scalp
on 325 dogs, and the Nullagine board paid
£1 per sealp on 330 dogs. The outer gold-
fields pastoral areas are being developed, but
it is said that that development is only pos-
gible if the Government will assist the pas-
toralists by letting them have wire netling
on long terms. The country is similar to
that of the lower Murchison and is just as
well watered. Pastoral development should
he easilv possible in some of those distriets,
particularly in that of Maleolm-Leonora. Let
me give a few opinions expressed at the
several depntations that waited on the Pre-
micr on the occasion of his trip to Wiluna.

Hon. P. Collier: We had direet representa-
tions made all along that trip.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Home of the statements that were made
gerved to show that the dogs can be com-
batted with little more than the Government
bonus, which it is eclaimed, will encourage
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trappers to go ovt after the pest. The depn-
tation at Leonara sajd that the only thing to
do was to fence 2 huge area of country. The
actual feneing of that territory, however,
will not keep out the dingoes.

Mr. Angelo: They said that the dingots
were eowing in from the desert.

,The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURF:
There was never a time in the history of
Australia when the pastoral industry was at
such a high piteh of prosperity.

Mr, Angelo: The eattle men are not deing
well.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTULRE:
In many places sheep are heing substituted
for cattle. At the present price of wool that
shonld lLe an attractive enouwgh proposition
for private institutions to finance. Tf we
earry our inds back to the period of the
development of the lower Murchison country,
which is no better watered, we find that
sheep were at that time worth about 2s. 6d.
per head, while wool was fetching about a
fifth of its present price. Yet that territory
was assigted by private establishments. No
one thought of beseeching the Government to
chasc the dogs away or to provide netting
or anything else.  The industry to-day is so
flourishing that assistance could legitimately
be given by firms like Dalgetys and Elder,
Smith.

Mr. Angelo: They alwaya want a margin.

Hon. P. Collier: The Government cannot
stand the whole racket.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Let me quote 2 contrast in opinions expressed
on the oceasion of the Wiluna trip, when
deputations waited on the Premier. Here is
the opinion of a pastoralist at Wiluna, Mr.
Paterson of Yandil station—

The country is more suited to sheep than
cattle. The dingo is a serious problem. I
have been three years at Yandil. Last July
twelve months we started fencing. By De-
cember next we will have enclosed 180,000
acres, and bave 10,000 sheep. Losses have
not heen great hecanse we fight the dingo.
Last winter we got 25 out of 27 which
eame in, T paid £1 per head for 53 sealps
from the back area., We have collected
495 scalps in three years, and we lay poison
everywhere, I estimate one more for every
gealp, making a totsl of about 1,000.
Dingoes have increased 20 times in the
last 20 vears with the rabbit invasion.

That is to say rabbits provide a plentiful
supply of food for the dingo, particularly in
the spinifex country, where the increase in the
number of the pest has heen abnormal.

Mr. Heron: Water has had something to
do with it too.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Mr. Paterson’s opinion eontinues—

I have found them to have litters from

five to eight. T have put up a proposal to

deciare the whole State a vermin area, and
pav a flat rate of £1 per head, the Govern-
ment and the pastoralists each to pay balf.

This would induce experienced bushmen to

destroy doge in the back country. Iu five
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rears we would have a reduction and in

ten years would have the problem in hand.

Hon. P. Collier: I heard that statement;
Mr. Paterson knew what he was talking
about.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Here is a statement made at Meekuataarra,
which place is w-day a veemin distriet.
Mr. Dalton, the secretary of the board, said
in the course of his remarks at the deputa-
tion to the Premier—

We have an immense avea, mostly Crown
lands, breeding grounds for, dingo. The
board is 15 months old; and has met with
success so far, Dogs come in from more
distant parts, and newer stations can
stock up with sheep and are free from the
pest. No onc is responsible for Crown
iands outside and the dogs breed there
and invade the settled distrieis. Vermin
boards have been working independently
and not systematically, the bonug varving
vonsiderably.  Boards paying a  ligh
bonus get all the sealps. 'I'ne Government
shounld compel them to fix a limit as a
fair reward, and wake it uniform. Ad-
minigtrative action and wore adequale
assistance by way of bonus are necessary.
The Government could spend a few extra
thonsands in increased bonus to encourage
men to go out. The bonus gystem is the
best—-fencing areas will not deal with the
pest. A large area will be as bad as out-
side. The Government should give £1 per
head until extinction is approaching, The
£3,000 paid last year is not a fleabite.

Resclutions have been passed by the various
boards in the South-West Division asking for
2 uniform bonus to be declared, the amount
suggested being approximately 30s. or £2,
There s a difficulty in the Maleolm-Leonora
area in that Leonora is not a4 vermin district,
while the adjoining distriets have constituted
themselves vermin districts, and unless we
establish uniformity we shall have dogs thut
are eaught in ome district taken to an ad-
joining district and in that way ereate a
burden on the district that has come under
the Vermin Act, The purpose of the Bill
is to make the applieation of the Aect uni-
form throughout the State. The extra cost
involved to the Government will be consider-
able, though T cannot state at the moment
how muach it will be. An indicatior is
afforded by the fact that altogether 6,692
dogs were destroyed last year.

Hon. P. Collier: You will have more than
double that number destroved nnder the
higher rate.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: A
degire has been expressed to establish a com-
mon fund for the purpose of helping cutback
districts. The districts towards the eoast
have had their battle in the past. We
should now assist where the fight is rendered
too heavy by adverse eircumstances. For
ingtance, there are the districts adjacent to
the Nullarbor Plain, which is a breeding
ground for wild dogs. For years there hag
been a difficulty between this State and
South Awstralia regarding the destruetion
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of wild dogs on the border. Just how we
are to overcome that difficulty I cannot as
tbe moment determine. We shall have to
draw a line, as before, well back from the
border if we cannot induce South Australia
to come to terms with ug vregarding payment
for destruction of wild dogs.

Hon. P. Collier: I beleve wild dogs are
pretty bad in the Eucla district.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
,They are pretty bad all through those dis-
tricts.

Mr. Underweod: If you kill the dogs off,
you get the kangaroos. T don’t see that the
wild dogs are vot worth breeding.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
The Bill aims at establigshing uniformity in
payments and also in administration.
Another object of the measure is to protect
the distriet which is doing its work, by
foreing other distriets to do their work. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr, Underwood, debate
gdjourned.

RILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Eeading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
R, 8, Sampson—S8wan) [8.7] in moving the
gecond reading aaid: The Bill now before
hon. members repregents congidered require-
ments of the friendly societies. The
memotandum prefaced to the measure gives
a full explanation, and is equivalent to a
first class second reading speech. Tn the
main this is a consolidating measurs. The
effect of passing it will be that seven of our
present Aects will have become one. Tt is
nnnecessary to point out how important a
part friendly societies play in omr com-
munity life. Sinece the principal Aect was
passed, in 1894, friendly societies have
grown in sgrength and importance. The
number of branches has increased from 37
to 272, the membership from 2,587 to
approximately 20,000, and the accomulated
funds from £24,000 to £331,000. The prin-
cipal amendments proposed by the Bill em-
brace increase of the sick pay maximum
from £2 to £3 per week, and power for a
majority of trustees, but in no case less
than three, to sign a total or partial dis-
charge of mortgage. If, for instance, there
are five trustees, three would be sufficient
to sign a total or a partial discharge of a
mortgage. If, however, the number of
trustees did not exceed three, the full num-
ber would have to sign. Sigmature by any
number less tham three would be invalid.
As to the inerease ‘in the maximum of sick
pay, when the £2 maximum was fixed the
purchasing power of the sovereign was very
much higher than is the case to-day. It
will therefore be admitted that the proposed
increase is well justified. The provision in
the existing Aet with regard to mortgages
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requires that all trustees must sign dis-
charges, and that has proved very hamper-
fng. Mortgages constitute a great factor in
the business of a friendly society, and have
proved splendidly advantageous to the
society and the members alike. It is proper
that reasonable facilities should be given
in this connection, The Bill also con-
taing several minor amendments. One has
reference to changing the financial year,
which %is in future to end on the 30th
June, instead of ending, as now, with the
calendar yeur. It is represented that this
change will faeilitate the making of amnnual
returns as require@ by the principal Aet.
In this connection it iz also proposed that if
the Registrar of Friendly Societics is satis-
fied that the branches of a society are com-
pletely consolidated, returns from branches
may be dispensed with, and one return may
be accepted from the society to cover all the
branches. The Bill also provides for the
admnigsion of members from birth. PTreviously
the youngest age rt which memlbership was
accepted was 16 ycars. There is an age limi-
tation in respect to the holding of office. Ex-
cept as  chairman  or vice-chairman of a
branch, no one under 18 years is eligible to
hold office. This restriction, however, does
not apply to juvenile lodges. The original
intention in connection with this teasvere was
to compel the registration of all benefit funds,
On that point there has been a good deal of
controversy. Tt has been decided to omit
the eclause which rendered necessary the re-
pistration of all henefit funds. The later
proposal is that these funds shonld be sub-
Jeet to the furnishing of annua! statements
of members and disbursements, copies of
rules, balance sheets, and a few minor
details to the Registrar of Friendly
Societies. That proposal is  ineloded
in the Bill. The alteration is an ac-
ceptable one,. 'We feel it is only right and
proper that those who belong to these funds
should at least have the protection afforded
by the annnal supply of the information in
question to the registrar, whereby it will be
possible to exercise some supervision. Be-
yond that it is not intended to go. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX (XNorth-East Fre-
mantle) [8.12]:; This Bill amends the
Friendly Societies Act passed in 1894, Tt
ig almost a Committee Bill. I notice, how-
ever, that the measure proposes to appeint
the registrar permanently, the power to re-
move him from office having been omitted.
I do not see the necessity for that omission.
There should always be power to remove an
officer if that course is thought desirable.
Next I may refer to the clause which deals
with societies not registered. I believe an-
otber place struvek out the Government's
original proposal. What is the necessity for
sending returns and so forth to the registrar
in regard to societies which do not concern
him? The only reason I can see is that the
Government will be enabled to employ two
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or three cxtra clerks to examine the accounts
and rules of such societies. Nothing is to be
gained hy it. The funds are managed by
committees, and everything is subjcet to the
clogest serutiny.

The Colonial Seeretary: There is no power
to supervise unless those returns are fur.
nished.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Why do the Gov-
crnment want that power? The matter does
not eoncern them at all. T hope that ob-
noxipus provision will he removed from the
Bill. There is a special fund in connection
with the Railway Department which has done
wondetrful work. There is another fund in
connection with the Government Printing
Office, and yet another in connection with
the Commonwealth departments. They are
funds to which persons subseribe for the
purpose of assisting each other in casc of
sickness or death. The original intention
wag to bring those funds under the Aet with
a view to ecompelling their members to con-
tribute considerably more than they do at
the present time in order to obtain eertain
henefits, I am glrd that that objectionable
provision has disappeared from the Bill, The
only demand made now is for annual returns.
I sce no necessity for the furnishing of those
returns, sinee the only result ean be to build
up a department.

The Colonial Seeretary:
staff will be required.

HMon, W, 0. ANGWIN: Tn a Government
department nothing additional ean be done
wnless somcone additional be appointed to do
it. Apain, it is not at all necessary to re-
move from the trustees of friendly societies
full diseretion in point of lending money,
The Bill provides that they shall be allowed
to lend not more than two-thirds of the value
of seeurity.

The Colonial Secretary: To
would bhe unsafe.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But no losses have
been suffered on the investments made, so
surely full diseretion can be left to the
friendly societies’ officers. T hope to seccure
necessary amcendments in Committee.

No additional

lend more

Mr. WILLCOCK ({Geraldton) [8.17]: The
Bill will affect funds administered by people
who are doing exceedingly gooll work, and
will entail a serious finaneial burden on those
funds. Some of those funds have a member-
ship of 5,000 or 6,000 persons, all of whom
will have to be registered.

The Colonial Secretary: Do you mean to
say that these little funds have a member-
ship of 5,000 or 6,000%

Mr. WILLCOCK: What is known as the
W.A, Railways Provident Fund is con-
tributed to by 4,000 or 5,000 persons, and
the membership of the Death Benefit Fund
in the Railways is ahout the rame. The ad-
ministration of those two funds has been un-
dertaken by the Railway Department, and so
it costs the funds virtually nothing. From
80 to 90 per cent. of the railway employees
are in either or both of those fumds.
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The Colonial Secretary: But the names
of the subseribers have not to be registered,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Their ages have to
be registercd, so their names must bz given
also.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is what I thought.
In any event, there is no necessity for plae-
ing those funds umder the control of the
Registrar of Friendly Socictics. The people
administering them have been performing ex-
cellent work for mamy years past. The rail-
way funds are splendidly run. One has dis-
tributed £165,000 amongst its mcmbers, so
it is no tinpot fund.

The Colonial Secretary:
not reduce their usefulness.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Perbaps not, but once
the registrar gets control he will make |ro-
vision for reserve funds, and impore many
other conditions.

The Colonial Secretary:
ia asked for,

My, WILLCOCK: T have not heard any
argument advanced in support of the alleged
necesgity for the Bill.

The Colonial Secretary: There will be in
Committee.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I will be prepared to
debate the matter in Commitiee. But at this
junceture I wigh to enter a protest against
the Bill, particularly that portion of it that
proposes to give control of these funds to the
Registrar of Friendly Societies.

But the Bill will

No such power

Question put and passed.
‘Bill read a seeond time.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial See-
retary in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Amendment of Section 5:

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The clause pro-
vides that all words after ‘‘registrar’’ in
Section 5 of the Act be struck out and other
words be inserted. Personally I cannot see
any reason for it. Section 5 provides,
amongst other things, that the Governor may
remove the registrar and appoint some per-
son in his place. Surely it is not proposed
to make the registrar permanent! If the
clause goes through there will be no power
to remove him. The clause provides alsp for
the appointment of a deputy registrar. That
power is already given in Seetion 5 of the
Act.

The Colenial Secretary: The clause means
that an officer of the department may be
appointed deputy registrar during the tem-
porary absence of the registrar.

Hon. T. Walker: But you are striking
out too much from Section 5 of the Act; you
are taking away the power .0 remove the
registrar.

The Colonial Secretary: If that be so I
have no objection to the power being re-
tained.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
ment—

That in line £ the words ©° ‘ the registrar?
in line 3°° be struck out, and that ‘* ‘place’
in line 5’7 he inserted in liew.

Apparently the Colonial Becretary wants to
appoint a permanent deputy registrar.

The Colonial Seeretary: No.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: Yes, the Minister
does not want to have te keep on appoint-
ing a deputy cvery time the registrar is
alsent. But the Minister sho'ld be care-
ful as to what titles he gives his officers, be-
causz these days they are paid, not aecording
to the work they do, but according to the
titles they earry. Section 5 of the Act pro-
vides everything necessary.

Amendment put ond passed; the elavse, as

I move an amend-

amended, agreed to.
Clauses 4 to 7—agreed to.
Clause $—Amendment to Section 14:

The COLONIAT SECRETARY: A clerical
orror occurs in the first line of =ubclause 2.
To rectify this I move an amendment—

That in subclause 2, line 1, the figure

77 be struck out and ‘8’7 inserled in

liew,

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 9—Amendment of Seetion 15:

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: Subclause 6
brings in something quite new, for it pre-
verts the trustees from making an advance
of more than two-thirds of the value of a
property. This question could be left to their
discretion.

The Premier: This is the usual procedurs
in the case of trust funds,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The money is
usually advanced for the purpose of allowing
members to bnild their own homes. In every
instance the memher must own hiz land,
and gencrally has to put up some of the
money for the bunilding. To restriet the
trostees in this way will eause injury to
members.

Mr. Money: Is it the same principle as
in connection with a building society?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. The money
is advanced on mortgage.

Mr. Money: The money is invested.

Hon, W, O, ANGWIN: Yes. The socie-
ties do not build houwses to let. The money
ia invested chiefly in the homes of members,
and I know of no loss that has ever occurred
in this direction. I move an amendment—

That Subclause 6 be struck out.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I hope
the amendment will not be agreed to. If
more thar a two-thirds advance was made on
the value of a property, the trustees would
be going beyond the bounds of security.

Mr. Angelo: Who are the valuers?
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The trus-

tees. The work is dome at a minimom of
expense.
r. Davies: Have the friendly societies

raised any objection to this subclause?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, they have.

Mr. Hughes: Has there been any loss under
exigting conditions?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Only on
the goldfields, where there has been a big drop
in valuea.

Mr. CORBOY: This subeclause places an
unnecessary restriction upon friendly socie-
ties. It is not a matter in which Parliament
should interfers.

The Colonial Sceretary: It is the duty of
Parliament to protect the people.

Mr. CORBOY: Tt is the duty of the trus-
tees to proteet the interests of society mem-
bers. For many years the bulk of the sav-
ings of these societies has been invested in
the way indicated, and no trouble has ever
oceurred. At times the {rustees have ad-
vanced more than two-thirds of the value of
a property, but the members have always met
their obligations.

Mr, MeCALLUM: For this subelause to be
effective, we must rely upon the honesty of
the trustees. Who i3 to say what is the value
of a property? If a member wants to borrow
£400 on 8 property, the question of the value
of the security comes in.- The money re-
quired could he made available by the simple
process of increasing the valuation.

“Mr. Mann: That would be by design, not
error.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Tt merely resolves itself
into a question of the trustees’ belief and
knowledge of the ability and honesty of the
client to pay.

Mr, Richardson: The snbelause will remove
the personal equation altogether.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Of cqurse it willl [t
says in c¢ffect that we cannot trust these
people in the handling of their owm funds.
In relation to other matters when we have
asked for something to be done, the Minister
has always said: ‘“ You are asking for some-
thing for which there is no necessity. Prove
to me that there is some necessity for it.'’
The Mintster has always stood for the main-
tenance of old crusty ideas. Let ua turn the
position upon the Minigter this time and ask
him to quote one instance where it has been
proved that the trustees have acted in a dis-
honest or corrupt way.

Mr. Johnston: As n matter of fact the
trustees of friendly societies are most careful
in their dealings.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Of course they are.

Mr. McCALLUM: The subelause, in effect,
casta doubt on the honesty of the trustees, yet
they eould, should they desire to do so, easily
overcome it by placing a high valuation on
property, thus enabling them to grant a larger
advance,

Mr. Richardson: And who could question
it?
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Mr. McCALLUM: XNo one.
clause is useless.

Mr, ANGELO: I agrec with the member
for South Fremantle. [f the subelause is
necessary, it does not go far enough. It
should make provision for tlie appointment of
eworn valuators.

Mr, Jolnston: And that would simply build
up ecxpense.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so. T support the
amendment.,

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: During the last
nine yeurs, the friendly societies, through the
exercise of care in their investments, have
increased their capital by £112,000, and 73.56
per cent. of their funds has been invested
in mortgages. This dcmonstrates that in the
past the actions of the trustees have been
satisfactory. There is no instanee recorded
where the investments have been unsatisfac-
tory. On the other hand, the departmental re-
port refers to the inveatments as having been
at o good rate of interest, The question was
raised as to whether the societies objected to
the Bill. The fact is that they do object to
it. To take the subelause under discussion,
the friendly societies state:—

The societies take the strongest objection
to this proposal. They have never been con-
svlted about i, nor have they received the
slightest hint that such a proposal was to
be in the Bill. It has been sprung on them
in a very unfair manner.

Then this decument, which gives expression fo
the opinions of the United Priendly Sociaties,
contains the following statement—

There is no valid reason why the present
method should be altered. The societies
have not asked for i, and have not exper-
ienced any difficulty in safeguarding their
investments.

The doeument proceeds to refer to the faet
that the annual reports of the Registrar of
Friendly Societies show that no society has
ever made any material losses on its invest-
ments.  Another portion of the statement
contains the following:—

The methods adopted by the societies pro-
vide every -safeguard. The trustees are
men of experience and of high rank in their
gocieties. They hold office for years and
in general vacate their office {being eligible
for re-election) in rotation. TLoans are only
on titles.

No necessity for such legislation has heen
ghown in the past. The funds of the friendly
societies have increased to such an extent
that

Hon. P. Collier: They will soon he able to
take over the deficit.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: To-day they are
actually discussing the question of what they
shall do with their money.

Mr. Heron: Right through the war their
funds inereased.

Han, W. . ANGWIN: The eapital of the
Unjted Friendly Societies in 1913 was
£219,093, and in 1922 it was £331,154, or an
increase of £112,056, This shows that there

The whole sub-
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is mo necessity for worrying about safe-
guarding the interests of these people.

Mr. MONEY: There is not so much in
the argument as would appear. I have no
doubt that every effort has been made in the
past on the part of the trustces of the
friendly societies to carry out their duties
properly. The subclause does not contain
new law; it is mevely declaratory. Trust
funds, if jroperly invested, should not ex-
ceed two-thirds of the value of mortgage-
able property. :

The Colonial Secretary: That is in the
Truostees Act now.

Mr. MONEY: That has been the law for
many years past. It amounts to a simple and
wise business precaution. In legislation gov-
erning road boards, for instance, we have a
number of provisions that might just as well
be left out, for the position is governed by
cOmMMONseNnse.

Hou. W. C. Angwm: We want common
sense to govern this position.

Mr. Underwood: For years the people got
on very well without any laws at all.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The mem-
her for South Fremantle suggested that the
trustees would knowingly make false valua-
tions in order to advance money to clients.

Mr. Underwood: He merely said they could
do so.

Mr. MeCallom: If you were dealing with
dishonest men they could do so.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
ar¢ not dealing with dishonest men.

Mr. McCallum: Then why this provision?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I reeog-
nise that trustees of friendly soeieties are
carefully seleeted by the lodges. The sub-
¢lause merely determines to what extent they
may lend the funds of the lodges.

~ Mr. Heron: But the societies have never
asked for this.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : They have.
I have discussed this matter with the officers
of the United Friendly Societics.

Mr. Corboy: And they have asked me to
oppose thial

The COLONTAL SECRETABY: I ean-
not understand that, The inain objection they
raised was to Clause 1%, They wanted to
se¢c the original Clause 18 inserted. They
also raised ome or two other objections. I
am satisfied that the trustees are thoroughly
reputable officers who are carefully seleeted.

Mr. Munsgie: Who will say that the ad-
vanee they make is more than two-thirds of
the valne of the property?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yo one.
The societies will appoint men in whose
ability to value property they have every
confidence.

Mr. MeCalium: Do they not do that now?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes. 1
do not believe they would make anv false
valuations, The subeclzuse merely binds them
to two-thirds of the ralue. If hon. members
think thia is insufficient, T wonld like to have

Bot we

‘thus justify the alteration.
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an indication as to what they thiuk should
be ineluded in the BiMl.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: I would leave it to
their diseretion,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We must
uot do that. Large funds are at stake, which
belong to other people. It is only right that
the protection afforded by the Trustees Aect
of 1900 should apply.

MHon. W, ¢, Angwin:
with their own fumls.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
trustees are regarded by the lodges as
competent  valuers, but it iy doubtful
whether  a court would so regard them,
The Government do not intend to  in-
gist upou qualified valuers  being  em-
ployed. The system has worked well up to
the present but a limit should be fixed.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Colonial Secretary
has not said one word in suppert of the sul-
clause, The friendly societivs have been do-
ing good work and their funds have accumu-
lated. This measure will give the registrar
greater powers and the subelause will cause
endless trouble with friendiy societics’ wort-
£ages.

Mr. Mann:

But they are dealing

It is the iaw of the land to-

day.

Mr. MUNSIE: It is not. At present a
lodge could lend up to the full value, The
subetause will merely provide an opportunity
for u busybody to interfere.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister has con-
vineed me that the subelanse should be de-
leted. One of the greatest recommendations
the friendly societics possess 18 thal the whowe
of their operations are conducted as cheaply
as possible. They are able to effect loans
without the burdensome costs that are in-
curred elsewhere. Tf the subelause is to be
worth anything, it will necessitate the em-
ployment of a competent valuer for every
reansaction.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: When an altera‘ion
is sought, the Minister should be able to
show that something has gone wrong urd
Has anyiling
gone wrong?

Mr. Munsie: Perhaps the societies hava
aeccumulated too much money,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: And the (iovernment
now want to colleet some of it? 1 was a mem-
ber of a friendly society for many years,
These bodies have done good work without
any such restriction. Unlesa the Minister can
show something has gone wrong, he had no
right to introduce the measure.

Mr. MOXEY: There is a duty on trustees
to have securitica and asscts valued every
five vears by a valuer appointed by the so-
ciety. Tt may be due to such valuations that
friendly societies® securitics have heen kept
safe.

Mr. Corboy: Then why ask for a further

chrek?
Mr. MONEY: The supervisicn is being
exercised to-day. The rocieties appoint

valuers for the purpose,
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Mr, A, THOMSON: T support the amend-
ment. The societies exist to nssist their mem-
bers and this matter might well be left to
their discretion.

The COLONTJAL SECRETARY: Evi-
dently my assurance that this provision is de-
sired by the Friendly Societies Council is not
accepted. If progress be reported

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Finish the Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the
Friendlv Socicties’ Council desire this pro-
vigion, it is our duty te give it to them.

Houn. P. Collier: We are here to decide
that,

Mr. MceCallum:
juntas!

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: [t has
been argued that the friendly societies dc
not want this provision,

Hon. P. Collier: If you postponed evers
Bill to find ont what someone else had to say
about it, where would we be?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Tha
eriticiam has been wholly destrunetive. No
one has suggested to what extent the societies
should lend money. There is no objection to
trustees of the lodges making the valuations.
They have behaved properly and have not
made inflated valuations as the member for
South Fremantle suggested.

Mr. Corboy: He merely said they could.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: They are
honourable men and will make proper valu-
ations, but they want guidance as to the ex-
tent to which they may lend on securities.
Two-thirds is as far as they should go.

Mr. A, Thomson: The Workers’ Homes
Act allows the Government to go further
than that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon.
member would not go further than that.

Mr., A. Thomson: I have done so.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Then he
must be a philanthropist.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes ... 24
Noes ... 14

Another of those outside

Majority for 10

AYES.
Mr, Angelo Mr. Marshall
Mr. Angwin Mr, McCallum
Mr. Broun Mr. Munrie
Mr. Carter Mr. Richardszon
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. A, Thomroh
Mr. Colller Mr. J. Themson
Mr. Corboy Mr. Troy
Mr, Cunningham Mr. Upderwond
Mr. Hughes Mr. Walker
Mr. Johnston Mr. Willgack
Mr, Lambert Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lutey Mr, Heron

{Teller.y
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NoEes.
Mrs. Cowan Sir James Mlitchell
Mr. Davles Mr, Money
Mr. Durack Mr. Piesge
Mr. George Mr, Ssmpson
Mr, Harrison Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. H. K, Maley Mr. Teesdele
Mr. Mann Mr. Mullany

(Teiler.)

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as

amended, agreed to.
Clauses 10 to 17—agreed to.

Clause 18—Compulsory registration of friendly
or benefit societies:

Mr. MANN: I move an amendment—

That the following be added lo stand as sub.
clause 4 :—* Nothing in this section shall apply
io any associalion or sociely consisting of em-
ployees of the Government of the Commonwealth

or carrying outl ils objects with the ap-
proval of the Treasurer of the Commonwealth."™

This association has a very good fund and it was
suggested that their efforts could be directed
towards inducing the mémbers joining a friendly
society. That however, is not possible, as many
of the members of the association would not be
able to pass the medical test. There are other
reasons also which would prevent the members
joining a friendly society. The fund in question
ia controlled for the uee of the members of that

body.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not make it apply to
the State as well ¥

Mr. MANN: I am interested only in this one

association, If the hon. member desires he can
inelude any other,
Mr. WILLCOCK : I move an amendment on

the amendment—

That in line 3 after ** Commonweelth” the
words ** and 'or the Stale” be added.

That will permit of the inclusion of the funde
about which I spoke on the second reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We have
met the desire of the funds to the extent of
about 95 per cent. I caused the Bill to be
distributed amongst the various societies and the
objection was generasl to the original clause
dealing with this matter. Eventually this
moderate clause was accepted and included in
the Bill. There is justification for the regis-
tration of the amaller funds. Ii we are t¢ remove
these essential parts of the Bill we might just as
well abanden it. The friendly societies are par-
ticnlarly anxions that the Bill should go threugh,

Mr. McCALLUM : I shall vote for the amend-
ment with the view of getting that much made se-
cure and will then vote against the whole elange.
Can the Minister tell us what good this will do ?
What does he propose to do with the information
that will be sent along ?

The Colonisl Secretary: It will be a check on
their operationa.

Mr. McCALLUM : What are you going to do
with the return when you get it * This will
just create work for a few more clerks in the
office. The desire is merely to poke their noses
into the voluntary funds and to impose such
obligations and restrictions that will eventually
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drive those funds out of existence. Why should
there be any interference with the scores of funds
operating now from one end of the country tn
the other ?

Mr. Teesdale: Because every month yon see
a secretary bolting with funds.

Mr. McCALLUM: These are fund that are
controlled by the men interested themselves.
I have been associsted with them ever since I
wag 8 boy and I have never known of a secretary
baving bolted with anything. 1 have, however
heard of bank and insurance managers having
bolted with money. Take the railways. They
have a fund controlled from the Commissioner’s
office and administered by the staff. Why shonld
there be any desire to interfere with that ?
At the Government Printing Office there has
been a fund o existence for 20 years.

The CHATRMAN : We are now dealing with
the amendment moved by the member for
Geraldton. '

Mr, McCALLUM : The object of that amend-
ment is to exempt men in Government service
from the operation of the clause. But the
argnments in favour of that apply equally well
to the exemption of men in private employ.
1 myself paid into the fund at the Government
Printing Office for 13 years. Some of the sub-
scribers to that tund counld not get into a lodge,
because they could not pass a doctor, The fund
has been of material sssistance in time of sick-
ness, frequently keeping the wolf from the door.
It is administered by men in their apare time,
and is controlled by & committee. There is na
charge ot all for the work, But the Bill proposes
to ask every private fund for all kinds of in-
formation,

The Colonial Secratary: Not so. The in-
formation which can be asked for is specified.

Mr. McCALLUM: Any information ean be
asked for by regulation, Why not let the funds
go on a3 they have been going ? The funds will
go on, if not within the law, then without the law.

The Premier: 1 cannot understand people
ronning these funde not being willing to give
this information.

Mr. McCALLUM: They give all this infor-
mation to their membera. Particulars are posted
up every month in the various offices. I hope
the Mimster will not press this matter. We have
been bombarded with protests against the clause
as it stands. Why not let men help one another
without reatriction ? I shsll vote for the amend-
ment on the amendment, and then shall hope to
see the whole proposal rejected.

Mr. TEESDALE: According to the last
speaker the Government should never take the
slightest precaution to protect funds collected
by certain bodies, in this case unregistered and
uncontrolled bodies. In reading the clause the
last. speaker omifted the words—

together with a statement of receipts and

expenditure of the association, and also a

balance sheet.

The Government's desire is to prevent the
scandalous spoliation with which some of these
bodies have had to put up Iately. The Gov-
ernment desire thie provision in order that they
may exercise o check, ssy a8 to their being 500
members, and as to the 300 members being
finoncial. There is nothing oppressive about
that. The secretary already has the information
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in his book, and has merely to copy it out for the
registrar. Something should be done to stop
the scandalous embezzlement which has heen
taking place.

Mr. Lambert: Give us one instance.

Mr. TEESDALE: Does the hon. member
want me to give names ?

Mr. Lambert: Yes.

Mr. TEESDALE : I am rather surprised at that.

Mr. McCallum: Give one instence in con-
nection with these funds.

Mr. TEESDALE: I am talking abeut in-
stitntions generally. We have lately had in-
stances of secretaries bolting.

Hon. P. Collier: But that does not apply to
these funds.

Mr. TEESDALE: I am referring to socicties
where there is no check on the finances.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I move—

That progress be reporied.

Mr. HUGHES: I was on my feet before the
Minister, Mr. Chairman.

The CHATRMAN: Both hen. members rose
together.

Mr. HUGHES :
first, Sir.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for East
Perth sssures me that he rose hefore the Minister.
I will allow the hon. member to speak.

Mr. Teesdale : That man would say anything.

Mr. HUGHES : I ask for a withdrawal of that
statement, which is a distinet reflection on my
veracity.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for East
Perth asks for a withdrawal of the statement
made by the member for Recbourne.

Mr. Toesdale: I am in a state of coma at the
idea of our friend opposite asking for a with.
drawal.

Hon. P. Collier: We must have some
semblance of order. The member for Roebourne
must either withdraw, or take exception to your
ruling, Mr. Chairman. He cannot make a
epeech when naked to withdraw.

Mr. Teeadale: Cannot I explain ?

Qpposition members: No.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member must
withdraw the statement objected to.

Mr, Teesdale: I was going to do se, Sir. if
you had allowed me to recover from my surprise.
I withdraw, Sir. -

Mr. HUGHES: The case put up by the mem-
ber for Roebourne is that the Government are
trying to protect these funds, trying to prevent
frandulent secretaries from absconding with
money. How will the making of returns to the
Registrar of Friendly Societies provent that ?

Mr. Teesdale: It will prevent a frandulent
man from juggling acconnta for months,

Mr. HUGHES: Not if he desires to do so.
The furnishing of returns is no protection against
the juggling of accounts, The juggler would make
hiz returns fit in with his accounta. The funds
sre aundited regularly. The hon member re-
ferred to an institution which had the misfor-
tune to be defrauded of some of its money. We
all kmow the institution in question. That
institution had a qualified and competent anditor

1y examining ita accounts. Every one
mfundshlowntomeisauinmd&]louh
No money ia carried forward. The procedurs in

I submit I was on my feet
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oonnection with the fomd refetred to by the
membet for Perth ie &8s follows: when an offieer
dies, the Commonwealth’ paymaster, by arrange-
ment, deducts so much from each member's
salary, and as soon as the deduotions have been
made the amount is paid to the beneficisery,
The same thing obtains ip eonmestion with the
railway officers’ fund. The operstion of these
fonds iz mowegsd by commitfess, and odtm-
%atent auditors are engaged to andit the books.

ut even the employmemt of & compedent
ewditor will not necessarily prevent fradud: A
competent auditor will diecover frawd, bat not
prevent it. We cannot prevest crises of any de-
geription, thongh we cam discovér and putish
all descriptions of crime. No matter how ine
genions the checks, there is alwiys & man with
sufficient ingenuity to get pest thermn. It would
be s serivis blow' to the means of livelthood of
& large section of the community if thase people
did not exist. The effeet of this measure will
b extra clerical work for the Publie Service and
an incressed printing hilk,

The Premier: ¢ las that to do witk the
amendment ?

Mr. HUGHES: The provision is & useless
one. Not only will it not prevent freud, but
it will not even discover it.

The CHAIRMAN: Wo ars desling, not with
the clause, but with the amendment on Mr.
Mant's amendrant,

Mr. EUGHES: I hope the amemcment will
be agreed to, I hope also that, later, the whole
provision will be struck out.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I move—
That progrese be #eported,
Motion put end & division taken with the
following réeult:—

ﬁ;es - 17

coB e .. I8
Majority aguinsgt .., 2

AYES

M Ampelo M. Manyy

Mr. Broun | Sir Janies Mirshell

My, Cavter . Mr. Modey

Mra. Gowin i Me, Plesse

Mr. Davles Mr, Ssuipsow

MY, Dirdok ] Mr. J. IK 8@

Mr. Gobigs | Mr. Toentwie

M. Faviigon My, MoHuny

Me. H. ® Muloy | (Palter.)

Noky

Mr. Angwin My, MeCaltuth

Mr. Colller Mr. A. THontton

Mr Corboy I Mr. J. Thowson

Mr. Cunninglinth Mr. Tioy

M¥. Heron | Mr, Underwood

Mr. Hughes Mr. Wallter

Mr. Jetinstou \ Mr, Willcock

AMr. Lamberm Myr. Teesdale

Mr. Lutey | Hr. Munsty

Mr. Marshstt | (Teler s

Motion thus negatived. ‘
Mr. LAMBERT: Surcly thin divisow wilb
cenvines the Minister ivs chaspe of the Biid thae

| ARSSEMBLY.]

the Committee have made up their minds that
oértain people controlling voluntary funds are
qtite capable of looking after their own businesa,
It is nearly time Parliament showed that
it is ot prepared to go on building up the im.
portance of Government departmenta.

The OHATRMAN: The hon. member is dis-
regarding the amendment and dealing with the
prinviples of the clause.

Mr. LAMBERT : 1 have in mind the voluntary
fonds in the Railways and in the Government
Priwting Office. We should, as far as possible,
curtail the unmecessary returns to be sent in
to varlous officials

The CHATRMAN: You must stick te the
smewdment,.

Mr. LAMBERT: How stupid it would he
if every voluntary offort were compelled to
submit balance sheots.

The CHAIRMAN: That is not the question.
If the hon, member continues on those limea T
will bave to ask him to resame his seat,

Mr. CORBOY : On a point of order. Isnotthe
hon. member in order in showing reacoms why
State employesa should he exempt from the
clauge t

The CHATRMAN: If the member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) thinks I am wrong, it is
for him to disagree with my ruling, not for
another member to interrupt.

Mr, LAMBERT: I will endeavour to keep
within the fonr corners of the amendment.

The CHAIRMANK: I admit it is difficult.

Mr. LAMBERT: It would be nonsensical to
apply this provision to certain funds oontrolled

employees of the State Government. Under
the provision there will be no end to the army
of public eervants required,

The CIFATRMAN: After we have deslt with
thizr amendment, the hon. member can’ being
foreard: sll these argnments, He cammot do so
now.

Mr. LAMBERT: My concern is for the
employees in outr deparients controlling certein
fards, I submit that these two fonds should
not be interfered with by the rogistvaw, The
furishing of returns would not have an¥ beaving
vpon! thels wdwrinisteation:

Amendment on the amendment put and
passed ; the amendment as amended agreed
to.

Mr. McCALLUM: I hope the clause will be
defentad, so that all funds of this deseription may
be exempt from the Bill. By the assendment,
we hawe exoluded funds connected with. Govem-
ment eafployees, and it ssems illogical not to
extend the sahe privilege to fumdls conmectied
with private employees.

The Premier: No one should come uander
this. The RBill should go out altogether, of
cburse.

Hom W. C. Angwin: Don't get angry, We
have done very well.

Mr. McCALLUM: No case has been made
out in support of the clamse. The Committeo
is entirely opposed to an inguisitorial investiga-
tion into thess funds

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : 1 regret the
opposition to ¢his: All who contribute to these
femds. should have the satisfactien of kmowing
that & balsnce-sheet iz submitted to the registrar,
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Since, however, the funds connected with Govern-
ment employees are excluded from the opera-
tions of the clause, it would perhaps be improper
that other funds ehould be brought within ita
socope.

The Clause, a8 amended, put and negatived
Clauses 19 to 24—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the report
adopted.-

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES.
In Committee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, tagorted without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time end transmitted tojthe
Couneil.

BILL—YARRAMONY—NEWCARNIE
BAILWAY.

In Commitiee.

Me. Angelo in the Chair;
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2—Authority to construct :

Mr. JOENSTON : During the second reading
debate the Minister stated he would give us some
information as to why Newcarnie was chosen as
the terminus for the line instead of Merredin,
which is an important junction.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I placed the
file on the Table this afternoon and hon. membera
will, no doubt, bave perused it by now. The
question as to whether the junction should be
made at Merredin or at some other point was
threshed out between the Engineer-in-Chief and
the officers of the Working Railways.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There is nothing on the
file to show that the Working Railways were
ever consulted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
member ia wrong.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I am not, I have been
through the file twice.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the hon.
member goea through it & third time he will see
that what I say is correct. If he looks at page
222a he will see there is a letter from the Chief
Engineer for Ways and Works reporting on the
junction at Newcarnie and agreeing to where it
should be.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
the Engineer-in-Chief.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : There is also
» letter from Mr. Cresswell, the Engineer for
Ways and Works at the Railway Department.

Hon. P. Collier: This is a matter for the
TFraffic Branch and not for the Working Railways.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The matter
was gone inte with the reilway officials.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : This matter was decided
before the letter you refer to was written.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think that is zo0.

the Minister} for

The hon.

There ig a letter from
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Hon. W. C. Apgwin : I know it is 80. I know
what is on the file.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member will find it there. He need not get so
oross.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : I do not like the suggesat-
ion that I am lying when I am telling the truth,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 have not
suggested that.

Hon, P. Collier: You did not give us any
information when you moved the second reading.

The MINISTER FOR WQRKS: I have said
only half a dozen words and you are all barking

at me. You are getting the information now.
Hon. P. Collier: What ia the uee of it to us
now

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
no use, I shall sit down.

Hon. P. Collier: It is of little use because we
cannot check it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The file
has been on the Table for aeveral hours.

Hon. P. Collier: For the convenience of 50
members! It would take a week for every
member to look through it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : If reference
is made to page 146 hon, members will gee that
the Engineer-in-Chief, recommended thar the
junction should be et Newcarnie a8 he considered
tak.ng the line to Merredin would give over-
gervice in some directions. On page 203 it will
be seen that the matter was discussed by the
Premier and myself, and it was decided that in
the interests of the State the line should go to
Newcarnie. This was because if the line were
taken further north it would have to swerve
round to join the goldfields line later on. It is
considered that the engineers who know their
work—

Mr. Underwood : That is questionable. They
did not know much about their work at Herds-
man’s Lake,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
dealing with another set of engineers altogether-
If hon. members do not wish to have this in-
formation I will sit down.

Mr. Underwood : Waell, sit down.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On page 213
of the file it will be seen that on the 26th July
the Assistant Engineer-in-Ghief wrote & memo-
randum in which he advocated the line joining
up at Newcarnie cnabling traffic to go on to
Merredin along the existing line, and thus save
some distance in construction. On page 215
there is an opinion from Mr. Oliver who sur-
veyed the line. He states that the line would
“ go for 13 miles through lake country with the
last ten miles to Newcarnie practically surface
forming.” He points out that to swerve the
line round to Merredin would result in some
difficulties. 'This morning I discussed the matter
with Mr. Tindale, the Assistant Engineer-in.Chief,
and I asked him to go into this matter with
Mr. Darker, the Engineer for Railway Con-
atruction. The information I am giving members
is the result of what they went through. So far
as the deviation is concerned, this queation has
been discussed with the Working Railways-
and I think there is a letter from the Com-
missioner of Railways on the file regarding the
matter. I think I am right in saying that but,

If it is of
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I am not positive. At any rate there is one from
the engineer, Mr. Cresswell, which shows that
the question was discussed with the Railway
Department. Unless it had been discussed the
letter appearing on page 222a would not be
inciuded in the file, He referred to the distance
he wanted the line to go from the present line,
and mentioned 13 feet. Finally he accepted a
distance of 12 feet. There has been no hole and
corner business about this question. It does nob
matter to the engineers, any more than to me,
where the line junctions. If I had thought any
question would be raised on that point, I would
have given the necessary information when I
introduced the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: Surely the Minister wonld
realise that in asking the House to agree to 90
milea of railway involving the expenditure of
half 5 million of money, members would require
the fullest information.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Quite so.

Hon. P. Collier: Has the House got into the
habit of authorising the expenditure of half &
million without requiring information ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think so, nor does the hon. member. However,
had I known that the question of the junction
would have been raised, T would have been
prepared to give the fullest information to
members. That is all the information I can
find in the department on the point. The file
is before members and if the member for North-
East Fremantle has ascertained snything from
those .documents, I am satisfied he will be fair
enough to give the information to hon. members.
I know he has not raised this point merely from
prejudice. I went through the file this morning
with the Assistant-Engineer-in-Chief, and I
have given hon. members the information.

Mr. Underwood : Did you not go through the
file before 1

Hon. P. Collier: Apparently not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Throughout the file
the intention was to make the terminus at Mer-
redin. Votes were granted for the survey of a line
to that centre, On the 2lst July, 1922, after a
request had been received from people in the
district concerned for an alteration in the route,
the Minister wrote the following minute :—

Inform inquirers that route surveyed is
congidered the best to serve all concerned and
that I am not prepared to pull a line south-
ward which, while it might serve some people
better, would not so well serve others. The
surveyor has his instructions and I will carry
them out.

The result was thet a Bill was drafted last year
for presentation to Parliament. The Bill con-
tained the following schedule, portion of which is
ingerted in the present Bill :—

Commencing at a point in or near the
Yarramony station yard on the Northam-
Goomalling railway and proceeding thence in
a generally east-north-easterly direction for
about 29 miles ; thence in a generally easterly
direction for about 33 miles; thence in a
generally north-easterly direction for about
nine miles; thence in a generally easterly
direction for about 13 miles; thence in a
generally east-south-easterly direction for about
14 miles and terminating at a point in or near
the Merredin railway yard on the Eastern
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Goldfields Railway, as more particularly

delineated and coloured red on map marked

P.W.D.,, W.A, 22270, deposited pursuant to

2 Edw. VIL, No. 47, Section 96. Total length’

about 98 miles,

The total length of that line was 98 miles or
about 1} miles longer than the line authorised
by the Bill. That Bill is on the file which
shows that last year it was the intention to
terminate it at Merredin. On the 23rd Feb-
roary, 1923, the Minister minuted as follows :—

This will now have to wait until next session.
Hon, members will see by this Bill that proper
surveys had been made and everything was
ready for the prescntation of the Bill to Par-
liament. I challenge anyone to find anything
in the file to show that the Commissioner of
Railways had ever heen consulted. I have
searched through the file carefully to see if thera
is any indication of the views of the Commissioner
of Railways or his engineers regarding the ter-
minal point of the railway. There i nothin
there. It iz true that Mr. Cresswell was aske
where the yard should be at Newcarnie.

The Minister for Works: Had they not been
consulted about the railway they would have
protested against it.

Hon. W. C. ANCWIN : It was settled before-
hand. It is true that on the 14th May, 1023,
the Engineer-in-Chief recommended Newcarnie
ag the terminua. It ie strange, however, that
there is nothing whatever lesding up to that
paint. Why was the slteration made ? Every-
thing was ready for presentation to Parliament
and then, without anything leading up to it,
three months later Newcarnie is recommended
as the terminus. What led to it ?
ﬁlH-:m. P. Collier: That ought to be on the

e.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN ; Is it not strange the
engineering department should go to the extent
of recommending a certain line and then suddenly
alter their views?¥ When the Bill was intro-
duced I thought it strange that Merredin was not,
made the terminus. The depot is at Merredin
and to have the terminus there would make
for economy, I expected to find in the file some
reason for the change.

Mr, Teesdale: It is not unique to swing a
line around.

Hon. P. Collier; Thia is not a deviation ; it
is & different terminus.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN : The Railway Depart-
ment have always been anxious to have as few
depots as possible.

The Minister for Works : That is right.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Why have they de.
parted from that practice ?

Mr. Piesse: It means a shorter line,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Shorter by one and
a-half miles !

Mr. Harrizon : When was that survey made ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I cannot say. On
the 6th Oectober, 1922, the principal assistant
to the Engineer-in-Chief wrote to the Govern.
ment Printer: “ Draft Bill for Yarramony to
Merredin railway bas been perused, found
correct, and is returned to you herewith,'

The Minister for Works : There is no dispute
ahout that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Then why was the
change made ?
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The Minister for Works: Since last year there
has been a change.

Hon. P. Collier: The file ought to disclose
the reason for the change, but it does not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: After the Bill was
settled, after everything had been prepared,
and after the surveys had been made, a change
was decided upon. Why ?

Mr. Teesdale: What do you suggest ?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : A change should not
be made unless the Commissioner of Railways
shows the necessity for it.

Hon. P. Collier: Weo do not know, but the
file should tell us.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Does the engineer
any he was wrong before ?

The Minister for Works: Read what he says
in hie letter of the 14th April.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: What led to the
change ?

Hon, P. Collier: He did not undertake to
alter the route without consulting someone,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : There ia nothing to
ahow why the change was made. The letter of
the 14th April begins:—

The survey of thie line has reached such a
stage as to necessitate a decision as to where
it will junction with the existing line.

That was on the lath April, 1923. Yet on the
22nd October, 1922, & Bill was printed showing
the terminus of the line at Merredin.

You will remember that the report of the
Advisory Beard was for a railway from Yarra-
mony to North Baandee, but it is advizable
that the survey should be continued in order,
a3 I say, to junction with the existing line.

1t is truc the Advisory Board recommended
that this line should finish at a dead end, and
that it should be constructed of 25-1b. raits.

The Minigter for Works: Seventy-five miles
of it,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: After that, the
Engineering Department recommended that the
lightest rails should be 45.1b. The DMinister
now proposes OGQ-lb. rails, Instructions were
jssued that the Bill be printed, providing for
the terminus at Merredin. Those two opening
paragraphs are only camounflage.

The Premier: What right have you to say
that ? ‘

Hon, W. ¢. ANGWIN : I can judge from the
file,

Last session a Bill was prepared for this
railway to be styled ° Yarramony-Merredin
Railway ™ but it was not presented to Parlia-
ment.

The Minister for Worka : That is correct.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course. Yet in
the first paragraph the engineer said it was
necessary to have a decision as to where the line
ghould join the existing railway.

Mr. Mann interjected.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Let the hon, member
shut up. He bas land in the district. Does
that account for it ?

The Premier: It does not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am not too sure
about it.

The Minister for Works: Thank God I have
no land in the district !
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Capt. Carter: A worthy remark ! The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantte ought to be proud
of himself,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am as worthy as is
the hon, member any day and anywhere. I am
out to see fair play, and to get it. I do not care
whether it suits members or rot.

Hon. P. Collier: The file justifies the hon.
membe1’s remarks, )

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The file shows there
has been some influence to get thiz decision
altered.

Mr, Mann: The file does not justify that
remark in any circumstances.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If I were interested
I would shut my mouth,

It seems to me there are weighty arguments

againgt running this new line into Merredin,

particularly on account of the fact that by so
doing the land approaching Merredin would
be over-served by railways—

The Minister for Works: That is so.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The report con-
finues:—

and as & natural corollary a length of line
would bave to be built beyond what is neges-
sary. This can be obviated by running the
line eastward to junction somewhere about

Newcarnie on the Dowerin-Merredin loop.
That is the first reference to running the line to
Newcarnie,

Mr, Piesse: It has its advantages.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It has not any ad-
vantage from & railway point of view. One
or two matters coming under my notice of late
have made me suspicious of these reports.

Mr. Piesse: Ome can find ground for suspicion
in most things,

Mr. Harrison: I aesure you I have never
abtempted to influence it.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I believe that.

The Premier: What is wrong about it ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Merredin should be
the terminus, because the depot is there. I
have never before seen a file built up in this way.
Here i3 a frank minute from the Minister, * I do
not know the locality, so can only send the above
minute from the Engineer-in-Chief for your
oonsideration and decision.”

The Minister for Worka: I did not know the
land.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: After that there was
a discussion, and Newcamnie was decided wpon
three months after the Bill had been laid by!
There was no intention to alter the terminus until
after the eession closed. Then a change was
made.

The Premier:
change ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know.
Never before have I seen a file like this, although
I bave looked into many in years gome by and
probably will look into many more before long.

The Premier: Don’t you be too sure about
that.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, we have had three
victories to-night.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In years gone by any
Government would have resigned on to-night’s
experience. Of course I know it would take
dynamite to shift eome of those who follow the
present Government. Until May of this year it

What was the reason for the
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was the wish of the department that Merredin
should be the terminus. On most of the files
1 have previously seen there has been an ex-
Pression of opinjon from the Railway Depart-
ment as to where the terminal point of & reilway
should be, or where it should junction with an
existing line. Take as an instance the Dwarda-
Narrogin reilway. There were many opinions
as to the terminus of that line, but the Railway
Department declared for Narrogin, as the place
where they had their depot, and their advice was
scted apon.

Mr. Piesse: Then, according to that,
settlement would not be given prior considera-
tion?

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: It will make no
difference to the settlers whether this railway
goes to Newecarnie or to Merredin.

Mr. Mann: Apparently you know nothing
whatever about the district.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I know the map.
t makes no difference to the convenience of
the settlers which way the line goes.

Mr, Mann: If it goes to Merredin it will
ge through salt lake country all the way.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: It does not say so
on the file,

Hon. P. Collier: Which only shows the
class of ability we are paying for.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The convenience to
the settlers will be the same whether the line
goes to Newcarnie or to Merredin, but taking
the line into Merredin will mean economy in
working. T do not like to contradiet the
Minister, but there is nothing on the file to
show whether or not the Railway Department
favoured the change to Newcarnie.

The Minister for Works: It is a difference
of opinion, that is all

Hon. P. Collier: But there is nothing to
show that the department were ‘eonsulted
about the change.

The Minister for Works: The Working
Railways do not settle the rounte.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Here is a minute
on the file—

To the Engineer, Railway Construction,
Puhlic Works Department. Yours of the
5th inst. The junction at Newearnie should
be at the northern end of the yard. The
distance from the present line to be 13 ft.
(Signed) H. A. Cresswell, Chief Engineer,
Ways and Works.

The Premier: Do you think it ought to be
put where they suggest?

Hon. P. Collier: Certainly they onght to
have been consulted.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I ecannot see the
Ietter of the Sth instant. There is one dated
the 5th asking that an authority for £1,000
should be given.

The Minister for Worksa:
letters from Mr. Cresswell,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This is a reply to
the letter of the fth,

The Minister for Works:
that eame to me from Mr.
morning.

Mr. Lutey: Silverflsh again.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
80.
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Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Tf there is any
letter which Mr, Cresswell answored, written
on the 3th of .July. it is nowhere on the file
between May and July.

The Minister for Works:
o: the Workin;; Railways file.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: A copy of it
should be heve. The file does not appear to
be mixed, becauvse the pages are properly
numbered.

Mr., A, Thomson:
ing?

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIXN: T want to know the
reason for the change, The junetion is in
the wrong place; it should be at Merredin
where the railway depot is. All the officers
up to July of this year considered Merrediv
to ke the proper junetion.

The Premier: We will get the other file.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T feel confident
that this alterntion wns not made by the
Engineer-in-Chicf unless he was prompted to
make if.

Mr. A. Thomson; Who prompted him?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is what I
want to know, There is nothing on the file
to show that the Railway Department sug-
gested the alteration. There is only a mile
and a half of railway saved. The alteration
meang an increase in cost of working on ac-
count of the watering at the terminus, This
will be a jermanent increase, Something has
happened to eause this alteration in the
route, It will mean an increased cost to the
State for all time if the line goes to New-
earnie,

The PREMIER: | am surprised that the
member for North-East Fremantle should
have spoken in this way. He appears to
think there has been some strange influence
at work to bring about this alteration in
the terminus. I think it should be at New-
carnie,. The hon. member suggests that let-
ters are missing from the file. He says one
to Mr. Cresswell is missing, e ean have all
the letiers and files he wants, There should
be a copy of the missing letter on the rail-
way file, and@ T will get that for him.

Hon. W. C. Anpgwin: Youn had a Bil
drafted for the terminus at Merredin last

I suppose it ig

Wihat are you sugygest-

year.

The Minister for Works: Circumstances
may alter.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But not in a few
weeka,

The PREMIER: It was not introduced
here, The hon. member should not insinuate
that there is some reason not mentioned on
the file for the change in the jumetion.

Hen, P. Collier: He complains there is
no reason disclosed on the file,

The PREMIER: The minute of the En-
gineer-in-Chief is there.

Hon. P. Collier: He d4did mot make the
change on his own aceount.

The PREMIER: I have always favoured
the junction at Newecarnie, and have said so.
In the circumstances I have no objection to
progress being reported.

Progress reported.
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BILLS (4) RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.
. Insurance Companies Aet Amendment.
. Merredin Raeecourse.
. Anzae Day.
. Busselton-Margaret River Railway Devia-
tion (No. 2).
Without amendment,

L ]

House adjourned at 11.1 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.mn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FORESTS ACT, FINANCE.

Hon. H. STEWART asked the Minister for
IBdueation: 1, With reference to the Forests
Act, 1918, what was the net revenue of the
Foresta De]nartmeut in each of the last three
financial years? 2, What amounts bave been
placed at the Treasury to the credit of 2
speeinl account for re-afforestation and the
development of forestry?

The MIKISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, 1920-21, £55,117; 1921-22, £68, 623 ;
1922-23, £68 302, 2 1920 21 £33, 0:0 1921-

20 £41174; 192228, £40,981.

QUESTION—RATLWAY AUTHORISA-
TIONS,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN asked the Minister
for Kdneation: 1, What railways have been
authorised, the const: uetion of which has not
yet been completed’ 2, Tn the ecase of each
anthorisation, how many miles of railway
hove heen lnld if any, and how many miles
remain to he laid?

“The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Bussclton-Margaret River rail-
\m}, Narembeen-Merredin railway, Esperance

Northwards railway, Piawaning Northwarda
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railway, Dwarda-Narrogin railway extension,
Albany-Denmark railway extension, Bridge-
town-tarnadup railway extension, 2, Buasel-
ton-Margarct River, miles of railway laid,
25; 1miles of railway to be laid, 16%.
Narmnbeen-‘\{crredm, miles of rallway laid,
134 ; miles of railway, to be laid, 52. Espat-
anece Northwards, miles of railway- laid,
663%. Piawaning Northwards, miles of rail-
way to be laid, 33. Dwarda-Narrogin, miles
of railway to be luid, 25. Albany-Denmark
cxtension, miles of raxh\ay to be laid, 35.
Bridyctown-.]arnndup cxtension, miles of rail-
u;:y laid, 16%4; miles of railway to he laid,
28.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
Second Reading.
The MINISTER 1OR EDUCATION
{(Hon. J. Ewing—South-West) [4.38] in
moving the sccond reading said: This is

the first time I have had the honour of mov-
ing the Appropriation Bill in this Chamber.
Sveing how ably the task has been done in
the past, nnd the fulness of the information
that has been given to hon, :nembers, and
tke great eare always exercised by the Leader
of the Flouse te go fully inte details so that
hon, members should have a full knowledge
of the financial position of the State and of
its industries, I shall endeavour on this oc-
easion to give all the information T ean. I
do trust hon. members will not think the in-
formation teo mueh. It is indeed difficult
really to analyse the position =0 as to satisfy
all parties, Some hon. members, not of this
House, have said to me, ‘* All you have to do
is to put the Appropriation Bill on the Table,
and that will be all right.’’ Others have
said to me, ‘‘Tf you apeak for ten minutes it
will be sufficient.’”’ But I have comc to the
conclusion that it is my bounden duty to
srenk as long as I think is necessary in the
interests of the State, and alar to speak in
the manner that seems to me to be hest. T
have endeavourcd to compile on those lines
what I have to say. The last Appropriation
Bill was moved on the 23rd January of this
year, The delay was brought about by sev-
cral foctora over whiech the then Leader of
the House had no control. He submitted the
Anpropriation Bill as early as it was possible
for him to do so. Although in an unfavour-
able osition from one aspect, be was favour-
ably cireumstanced from onother paint of
view, beeause he possessed the knowledge of
what lid bappened dwring the first half of
the finaneial year, and from that knowledge
wos able to deduec the likelihood of the rev-
cnne estimated for 1922-23 heing equal to or
Ie<s thon the receipts. On the present oe-
easion I have the opportunity of disenssing
that position as npplied to a period of five
manihs, and T shall take ndvantage of the
orportunity. The finances of the State, at
any rate so far as I am able to judge, are
in a buoyant condition, and are continuing
to improve. The reanlts so far of the public
utilities, as they will be disclosed thie after-



